437         THE LAST YEARS OF PEACE
in order to watch the Chandfellor sitting reading or chatting
on the veranda* The excluded public took their revenge
by carving thei? initials oft,every square inch of the new
door! Brynawelon was well planned , and comfortable*
but in no wise different from the houses which successful
village grocers and drapers build for themselves when they
retire. Later it was found to be too small. Guests began
to come to Criccieth more frequently; and secretaries
were always there when the Chancellor was in residence.
Mrs* Lloyd George complained that her only drawing-room
was turned into an office,* and that the whole family and
guests had to make the most of the dining-room, which
was the only odier room in the house* Consequently a
third living-room was added, and a couple of new bedrooms.
An adjoining field was also purchased; for Dame Margaret,
like her husband, is an expert and enthusiastic gardener;
and die garden at Brynawelon is her own special hobby*
Lloyd George took a very natural and proper pride in
Brynawelon, and spent as much of his * time there as he
possibly could* Nor was it unnatural that he should wish
to bring there some of the most intimate of his London
friends. He loved to show them the beauties of that lovely
district, and to introduce them to his Welsh neighbours*
It must not for a moment be supposed that Lloyd George,
as he became more famous and more prosperous, made any
radical alteration in his mode of living. Simplicity was the
keynote of Brynawelon, as it was of the more humble
house which preceded it, and of the more imposing home
at Churt in later years. No man servant has ever beea
employed in any of Lloyd George's houses. The msals
were such as lower middle-class families were accustomed
to; and for many years no wine or intoadcants ever appeared
on the table* Winston Churchill, Rufus Isaacs, Masterman,
the Master of Elibaak, and George Riddell were his most